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Reaffirming lay ministries, the Synod continued saying
that new forms of ministry need to be developed ‘in
response to the pastoral needs of our time’ and that
‘the lay faithful, both men and women, should be given
greater opportunities for participation’.
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The Synod 2021-2024 wasn’t an event by itself, but
a continuation of the seeds sown during the Second
Vatican Council: ‘... continues to draw upon the energy
of that seed and develop its potential, putting into
practice what the Council taught about the Church...’ 

CONNECTED WITH
 HISTORY

The Synod document emphasises from the very
beginning that Baptism is the foundation of everything
we do as Church: ‘Baptism is the foundation of
Christian life...There is nothing higher than this
baptismal dignity, equally bestowed upon each person.’

BAPTISM

The Synod has displayed a spirituality of listening,
silence and contemplation know as ‘Conversations in the
Spirit’, a method that is being adopted in the Universal
Church: ‘A synodal spirituality flows from the action of
the Holy Spirit and requires listening to the Word of
God, contemplation, silence and conversion of heart.’

SYNODAL SPIRITUALITY

The Synod emphasised that Baptism is the foundation
for all, and that all the Baptised are called to mission.
A key aspect of this missionary church is to
‘encourage more forms of lay ministries’ as ‘Mission
involves all the Baptised’.

LAY MINISTRY

LAY FAITHFUL

The Synod is advocating for the inclusion of the Synodal
method, Conversation in the Spirit, in the every day of
the church. This involves 6 stages of discernment from
setting out the goal, time of prayer, listening attentively,
and formulating a group consensus, that ‘should lead to
a mature acceptance by all of the decision’.

DISCERNMENT

The community of disciples is made up of a diverse
group of people with a deep history. The “nothing
without” logic is that the church is only possible with
the Bishop, advice, and the consent of the people. If one
of these things is missing, ‘the identity of the Church is
obscured, and its mission is hindered.’

NOTHING WITHOUT

The Church at local and universal level are tasked with
building relationships that grows ‘and promotes a
culture of encounter, social justice, inclusion of the
marginalised, communion among peoples and care for the
earth, our common home.’

HOW TO BE CHURCH

‘In each person’s journey of faith, there is an encounter
with many people, groups and small communities that have
helped foster their relationship with the Lord and introduce
them in the communion of the Church.’ As Missionary
Disciples, we are continuously called to that encounter with
one another and the formative encounter in the Sunday
Eucharist. 

MISSIONARY DISCIPLES

We are called to remember the themes of the Synod:
Communion, Participation, & Mission. This will aid in all
the Baptised ‘to understand and practise the specific
formation required for individual ministries and
vocations.’

MISSION IN PRACTICE
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