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Many Kinds of Service
There are many different gifts, but it always the same Spirit; there are many different ways of serving; but it is always the same Lord
1 Cor. 12:4-5
It often surprises people that there is such a variety of possibilities, when it comes to vocations within the Church. The congregations mentioned above are only some of the many. Down through the history of the Church, many orders and congregations have been founded to meet the particular spiritual and pastoral needs of the Church at different times in history.

Lay Associations, Movements, and Institutes of Consecrated Life, have also been founded, many of them in the course of 20th. century.

These are like so many families within the Church, all different but all related. What they all have in common is the desire to live out the fundamental vocation to discipleship, which we have each received at our Baptism. The key elements of this vocation include prayer, a sense of being called into some form of community, and a desire to serve.

People are called differently, because they have different gifts. In the same way, the various congregations and movements have different gifts to offer to the Church. These gifts are known as charisms. The word charism has its roots in the Greek word for gift.

If you feel called to religious life, one of the things you need to do is to ask yourself which order or congregation has a charism which corresponds with your own gifts, and your own sense of how you are called?

·  Are you called to a life of solitude; or do you come alive more when you are with people?
·  Can you imagine yourself driving a jeep around Malawi, or hiking through the hills in Honiara? (Where is Honiara anyway?)

·  Are you attracted by the life-story and the spirituality of any of the saints in particular; (St. Francis; St. Benedict; St. Ignatius).

·  Do you have a natural gift for nursing; teaching; communications?

·  Do you feel more at home in a structured or in an unstructured situation?

·  Can you handle foreign languages?

In keeping with the invitation of Jesus to leave all things and to follow him, members of religious congregations take vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. These vows are not just practical; they are symbolic. They reflect the desire of a person to remain free from undue attachment to his or her own agenda (obedience); undue attachment to things (poverty), and undue attachment to people (chastity). The vows are not about running away from the world. They are about relating to the world, and to people, in a radically different way. It has been said that the vows are not about freedom from something, but rather about freedom for something. For a more complete presentation of Religious and Missionary Vocations, visit the web-site of Vocations Ireland. 
